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Volume 28, number 4   

NCMGA News 

 

 

June 28 * 12:00 Noon 

 

Membership Meeting 

Location:  

CSU, Chico Farm 
Nicholas C Shouten Lane, Chico 

Off Hegan Lane 
 

Please bring a dish to 

share for a potluck lunch! 

More information at 

www.ncmga.webs.com 

 

Don’t forget! Membership 

dues are due July 1.  

$15 –individual 

$20—family/ranch  
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Inside this issue: 

 If you have been 

reading my articles in 

Ranch Magazine or 

Meat Goat Monthly over 

the years you know that 

every so often I feature 

a young person that I 

have met during one of 

my trips in the U.S. 

judging a show or pre-

senting seminar.  This 

article is about a young 

man I met in November 

2013 at the 2013 Goat 

Education Day (GED) in 

Red Bluff, California.   

 I presented a 

program at the 2013 

Goat Education Day 

held in Red Bluff, Calif. 

In November 2013.  A 

young man named Jacob 

attended my talk and 

sat on the front row.  He 

seemed to be very inter-

ested in Boer goats, and 

as the talk went on I 

could tell from his atten-

tion to the talk and the 

questions that he asked 

that he was an out-

standing young man 

who deserved some rec-

ognition.  I asked him to 

write a story about him-

self and send it to me 

along with some photos 

of him working with his 

goats.  His story appears 

below: 

 Hello, my name 

is Jacob Bradley.  I met 

and saw you at Goat 

Education Day in Red 

Bluff, CA.  You asked 

me if I could send a de-

scription of myself and 

why I chose goats.  I 

have been thinking 

about it and I know 

what I would like to say.  

Thank you for the op-

portunity to share my 

story and my love of 

goats. 

 I was born with 

five major heart defects 

and a Dandy Walker 

Cyst. I was not suppose 

to be born alive.  After 

experimental heart sur-

gery at four months old, 

my heart has worked 

well and maintained a 

valve, the doctors said 

would only work for 

about a year.  My Dandy 

Walker Cyst has been 

stable, since I was five 

months utero.  Why am 

I telling you all this? 

Simply to say, I am not 

a big kid, I am small 

and larger animals were 

(continued on page 2)  

Goat Education Day: Meeting an Outstanding 

California Junior     By Fred Homeyer 

May 2014 

Disaster Plan Quick Check List for Animal Businesses 
California Animal Response Emergency System (CARES) 

 The California 

Animal Response Emer-

gency System (CARES) 

is an operational guid-

ance to assist with all 

aspects of animal care 

and control in the event 

of a disaster or emer-

gency.  In addition, CA-

RES provides resources 

for the public, for ani-

mal businesses, for shel-

ters, and for emergency 

planners. 

 A quick check 

list to have on hand this 

summer during fire sea-

son includes:  

Flashlights w/ batteries 

Fire extinguishers 

Tarps and/or plastic 

Rope and tape 

First Aid Kits  

Feed/Water 

Feeders/Buckets 

(Continued on page 2)
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about things like conformation, 

milking ability, genetics, culling 

and breeding.  I have to be honest, 

I had heard some of these things 

but some of these terms meant 

nothing to me.  The fall of 2011 

became a learning experience.  I 

began to learn about Boer goats 

and Mrs. Young taught me about 

the meaning of conformation.   

 My story could end there 

but, I have a very smart mother, 

and Mrs. Young had plans to 

teach me, not just through notes 

and lessons in the classroom, but 

through hands-on experience.  

Mrs. Young would tell me about a 

show/sale and educational days in 

our area in California, and my 

mom, Mrs. Young and I would be 

on our way.  First I would trail 

behind Mrs. Young and listen and 

watch and she would tell me and 

show me many things.  Then, I 

would get in the pens and look at 

the animals, tell her why a doe 

would be a good mother and why 

not an  option that my mother 

was willing for me to take on.   

 I raised chickens and rab-

bits while I was younger and I 

also had a few pygmy goats along 

the way too.  I also had dogs, cats, 

cockatiels, doves, pigeons, ducks 

and geese.  As I got older, I 

wanted larger more involved ani-

mals.  I tried to talk my mother 

into cattle or sheep only for her to 

take me to visit her good friend, 

who would later become my agri-

culture and FFA advisor in high 

school.  Mrs. Susan Young and my 

mother talked to me about the 

dangers of cattle and sheep.  No 

matter how tame an animal can 

be it can still have a bad day and 

accidents can happen.  It was then 

that Mrs. Young suggested goats, 

but not just any goat, Boer goats. 

 My mom walked away at 

that point and Mrs. Young and I 

talked about Boer goats, she took 

the time to go through her barn 

and look at her goats, talked 

she may not be any good.  I began 

to look for things like functional 

teats, number of teats, width in 

the rump, the wedge shape of her 

body, length across the top, and 

the list goes on.  I also started 

looking at their faces and head, 

their mouths and their legs.  Mrs. 

Young and I would separate and 

go through lots and then get back 

together and go over our choices 

and still I learned.  I learned that 

these qualities and deficits were 

called reasons and I was gaining 

knowledge and becoming more 

confident.   

 I bought my first goat for 

our local fair.  Elliot, my little 

wether, was right on track.  I en-

tered my first jackpot and won the 

novice showmanship  with Elliot.  

I got to go into the advanced, but I 

did not place for a ribbon.  But, 

boy, did I get excited about show-

ing!  barely made eight, but  

 (Continued on page 7) 

NCMGA  

April Meeting  

 

Josh Davy, UC Livestock, Range, Irrigated Pasture 

Advisor, spoke at the last NCMGA meeting on 

Grazing management variables affecting irrigation 

timing and production. 

 

If you missed the 

meeting, but would 

like a copy of his 

presentation, please 

email Kari Dodd at 

dodd.kari@yahoo.com 

 

 

Continued from page 1 
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(Continued from page 1)  

Halters/Handling Equipment 

Contact list and phone tree 

Method of animal identification 

Sample emergency contacts 

for animal agriculture: 

Veterinarian 

Brand Inspector 

CDFA Regional Veterinarian 

County Ag Commissioner 

County Animal Control Dep’t 

County Fairgrounds 

County Livestock Advisor 

County Office of Emergency Serv. 

County Sheriff 

County Farm Bureau 

 

Let’s all be careful this summer 

and be prepared for the always 

possible wildfires! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=OnGTQ9Sfg8r_ZM&tbnid=v2bmPYhXLOX86M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fonpasture.com%2F2013%2F04%2F23%2Fpasture-management-for-small-ruminants%2F&ei=oOt7U8W-NYyhogTq0oHQBw&
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Items required: 

2 -12’x16’ tarps- Costco 

has best deal 

12 tee posts 

Baler twine 

Post pounder 

4- Sixteen 

foot panels 

Directions: 

1) Lay out tarps, 

folded in half, so it 

measures    12x8 

and use to lay out 

the area-  

2) Pound in posts 

along edge of 

tarps.  

3) Set panels 

into place 

4) Place tarps 

over hoops 

5) Tie tarps to 

corners only  

6) Pull panels out-

ward to tighten 

7) Tie down tarps to 

panels and panels 

to tee posts 

Once you get the hang  

need to be made prior to 

May 31st.  The membership 

will be voting on the posi-

tions at the June 28th mem-

b e r s h i p  m e e t i n g . 

 

If you have any questions or 

The Northern California 

Meat Goat Association is 

seeking nominations for the 

board of directors.  It is a 2 

year term.  There are 2 

board positions available for 

nominations.  Nominations 

q u e s t i o n s 

please con-

tact a cur-

rent officer 

or board 

m e m b e r .                  

 

How to construct a double hoop shelter  By: Deb Conway 

Nominations for director positions open 

sides will not be steep 

enough to sup-

port snow or 

keep kids from 

climbing on it. 

Your most ath-

letic kids may be 

able to climb on 

this design!  

We also use the 

8x12 foot shelter as a ma-

of it, two people can put a 

double hoop shelter 

up in 1 hour. Re-

cently we made one 

long shelter, meas-

uring 24 feet long 

instead of 2 meas-

uring 12 feet long. 

Do not be tempted 

to make it wider 

than 8 wide as the 
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ternity ward by dividing it 

with panels, making it 

into 4 small pens.  
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plex subject. This website is 

helpful: http://gadi.agric.za/

articles/Agric/

condensedtannins.php 

Because of these demanding 

conditions, we are very glad 

we chose the Kiko breed. 

They originated in New Zea-

land by crossing feral goat 

with dairy goats in the 

1980s. The goal was to pro-

duce a goat that would grow 

fast, survive with little in-

put from the producer and 

their hardiness. What we 

appreciate the most is their 

kidding ease. Rarely do we 

need to assist while kidding 

although we try to be there 

penes, tannins, and alka-

loids that are physiologically 

damaging or nutritionally 

undesirable. Fortunately 

goats are designed to utilize 

these feeds better than cat-

tle or sheep. Since the tan-

nins bind up the protein, we 

feed extra protein. This is 

an interesting and very com-

Dave and I have been using 

goats as a tool since 2002, 

when we purchased 95 acres 

in Yankee Hill. This was one 

year following the Poe Fire 

which burned 8,000 acres. 

While our place had not 

burned, we could see the 

devastated ef-

fects of the fire 

as we drove 

back and forth 

to our place. I 

managed the 

Kiko goat herd 

at Butte Col-

lege, to control 

blackberries 

and other inva-

sive plants so I knew we 

needed goats to reduce the 

threat of fire on our new 

place. The land was plenti-

ful with mature oaks, mad-

rone, ponderosa pine and 

douglas fir but was being 

choked by manzanita, black-

berries, scrub oak, and poi-

son oak.  

We purchased our founda-

tion stock (7 mature, bred 

does and 4 doelings) from 

Dr. An Peischel. Peischel is 

the Small Ruminant Exten-

sion Specialist for Tennessee 

State University. Previously 

she lived in Bangor making 

it possible for us to purchase 

excellent stock. Since we 

maintain a closed herd, we 

have not had any disease 

issues. It is really worth it to 

start with good, clean stock. 

Visitors who own goats are 

asked to disinfect their boots 

when they arrive. When we 

need a new buck, we pur-

chase him from Alisa Carl-

son (NCMGA member) as 

she runs a closed herd of 

Kiko goats with Peischel 

breed-

ing.  

Using 

electric 

netted 

fence to 

contain 

twenty 

does and 

off-

spring, 

they are rotated throughout 

the 95 aces. The pens are 

usually around one acre in 

size. After they eat what-

ever they can reach, we 

chainsaw down brush and 

lower limbs of big trees. 

Goats come running when 

the chainsaw is fired up as 

they know it is chow time! 

While they finish up one 

pen, we get busy setting up 

the next one. A 5-foot swath 

is cut and raked through the 

brush so we have clearance 

to put up the fence. After 

the fence is taken down we 

end up with “nature trails” 

all over. The netted fence 

from Premier comes in 165 

foot lengths and is powered 

by a fence charger along 

with a solar panel. The 

charger can run up to 11 

lengths.  

The fence helped dissuade 

predators but the real work 

force against mountain lions 

and bears are the guardian 

dogs. Odie is full Great 

Pyrenees and Pearl is 

mostly Akbash. Senior 

guardian dog Rebel is in 

charge of protecting Billy 

Goat Gruff (our buck) along 

with a doeling and two pigs 

we are feeding out for the 

freezer.  The dogs get fed 

twice a day. We vaccinate 

them with the rattlesnake 

vaccine. Rebel was bit last 

year and while his face and 

neck swelled up, he was ok. 

We did give him Benadryl to 

reduce swelling.  

An old dodge pickup with a 

325 gallon water tank is 

used to provide water to the 

trough.  

While we push the goats to 

“live off the land”, they can’t 

get all they need off natural 

browse all the time so we 

supplement with alfalfa, 

corn, barley and cull dry 

beans as needed. They also 

get a mineral mix developed 

by Dr. An Peischel and kelp 

which contains over 60 min-

erals. Goats really enjoy and 

need their minerals more 

than any other livestock 

species. Most of the brush 

they consume is high in 

chemicals like monoter-

Using Kiko goats for Fire Fuel Reduction  By: Deb Conway 
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if possible. They kid out in 

the brush so we do a lot of 

searching for moms and 

kids. We time it so they are 

in a new, clean pen at the 

start of kidding so they are 

born on clean ground. Dur-

ing bad weather we provide 

temporary hoop shelters and 

we make one big shelter for 

the maternity ward. Not 

sure why but they rarely kid 

at night; most of them kid 

mid-morning after their 

morning feeding. Most does 

prefer to kid off by them-

selves and we will leave 

them there unless raining. 

We dip their umbilical cords 

in an iodine solution, weigh 

the babies and strip the 

doe’s teats. We watch to 

make sure they have nursed 

and then leave them be.   

Pregnant does are given BO-

SE for selenium and vacci-

nated for CD/T 4-5 weeks 

before kidding so that the 

kids have immunity. We 

have our first “Goat Rodeo” 

when the kids are one 

month old. We castrate with 

bands, vaccinate with CD/T, 

and insert Scrapie tags. 

Around three weeks later 

we give them their second 

CD/T shot along with some 

selenium. If we are keeping 

any doelings or have cus-

tomers requesting dehorned 

goats, we will do this when 

they are 5-6 days old. We 

have all dehorned does. We 

learned early on that you 

want to have either all 

horned or all dehorned as 

the horned goats will always 

have the upper hand. Kids 

are weaned and sold when 

they are around 4-5 months 

old. We are not in a hurry to 

wean them as they are con-

tributing to brush removal. 

We give the does 2 months 

to get in good condition for 

breeding time, around mid-

October.  

Hooves get trimmed 2-3 

times a year. We get a lot of 

rain here in Yankee Hill 

(usually 60” plus) and it 

seems that hooves grow 

faster. We generally get 

some snow; this season just 

5 inches; one year we woke 

up to 16 inches! The only 

downfall netted electric 

fence has is snow weighs 

down the fence so it needs to 

be shoveled clear of the 

snow if it snows more than 

3-4 inches.  

This past March twenty 

does kidded out 39 kids. We 

ended up with one set of 

quads (our first), 16 sets of 

twins and 3 singles and 

haven’t lost any babies, our 

best year. Six of the does 

were first-timers but all had 

twins except for one. Since 

we are not keeping any doel-

ings for replacements this 

year, we have some excel-

lent breeding stock for sale 

as well as lots of wethers for 

vegetation projects or for 

meat.  

The property has come a 

long way in eleven years. It 

is possible to walk through 

much of the property now 

that it is opened up and 

more park-like.  It is much 

more fire safe but we still 

have lots to do. We have 

learned what plants the 

goats like to eat when. For 

example, they love madrone 

anytime except late summer 

and fall. They like manza-

nita mainly in the spring, 

stripping the bark and eat-

ing the upper leaves, flowers 

and berries. They love the 

firs and pines in the spring 

so since we don’t want them 

stripping the bark and kill-

ing them, we try to browse 

pens with lots of conifers in 

the late summer through 

winter. If you would have 

questions or are interested 

in purchasing goats, please 

call us at 530-534-0794 or 

email debcon-

way@hughes.net  

Continued from page 4 
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Pictures from our members! 
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Best in the 

West Show 

Here is pic of neighbor Mary on left and me- Deb 
Conway on right during goat rodeo. It also 
shows how we divide up a hoop shelter with 
panels, into a maternity ward with 4 small pens.  

Jacob Bradley received a Gold 

Award at the Regional and State 

FFA Project Competition  

~ Congratulations ~ 
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Three weeks before our local fair, 

Elliot just stopped eating, and 

nothing I tried helped.  He barely 

made weight, but I got to show 

him, getting eighth place overall, 

but unfortunately he graded out 

and could not be sold.  That was a 

very hard lesson; I had spent lots 

of time and money only to bring 

him home.  I then sold him to the 

local slaughter house and decided 

to try to get my own does and 

raise my own kids. 

 This would become my 

most exciting adventure; I bought, 

with the support and guidance of 

Mrs. Young, my three does.  Two 

would be bred and the other was a 

5-month-old kid.  Now, I learned 

about kidding and assisting my 

does give birth.  That year I lost 

two kids.  I was sad but deter-

mined to keep trying.  I learned 

how  to iodine navels, give shots, 

weigh kids, ear tag, strip udders, 

how to make sure the kids nursed 

and how to trim hooves.  I loved 

spending time with my goats and 

their kids.  I also learned how to 

repair fences, barns and holding 

pens.  I learned how to halter 

break kids and to wean them from 

their mothers. 

 I also showed my animals 

to local kids.  My mom teaches 

special needs kids, and I was able 

to have them watch and learn how 

to care for (brushing, feeding and 

watering) and show them (setting 

their legs, head and leading them 

on a halter).  I also demonstrated 

how to hold the kids and how to 

trim their hooves.  I really like to 

show and demonstrate how to 

work with and care for my goats.  

The second year at our local fair, 

some of the kids I had worked 

with came and saw me at the fair.  

My little doeling won the ligh 

weight class, and I got to sell her! 

 This last year, Mrs. Young 

got sick and was unable to attend 

a big sale with me.  I went with 

my mom and made choices of my 

own.  I bought another Boer kids 

and a Kiko-bred doe.  Then a fel-

low FFA member was selling off 

her herd and I bought two of her 

goats.  I was so excited because, 

Mrs. Young chose the same ones I 

did! But I had done it on my own!!  

I am feeling pretty confident in 

my choices and I look forward to 

increasing my herd size, and 

choosing a kid to take to the fair 

this year from my own herd.   

 I continue to go to educa-

tion days and continue to learn 

more.  There is so much informa-

tion and it is fun to learn what 

others do, and to know that I am 

not the only one that has had dis-

appointments and failure.  I con-

tinue to enjoy spending time with 

my goats and their kids.  It just 

continues to get better and more 

fun as my herd increases and my 

experience and learning continue.   

 I am currently working on 

getting some color into my herd.  I 

also want to try to work on edu-

cating my community about the 

nutritional value and taste of goat 

meat.  I believe that if people 

knew the nutritional value of the 

meat and had a chance to taste it, 

the market could improve.  This 

in turn would open up a local mar-

ket for my culls and hopefully en-

courage other young kids to try 

raising and showing Boer goats.   

 I am also a junior ABGA 

member and Northern California 

Meat Goat Association member.  

 Sincerely, Jacob “Jake” 

Bradley 

 My, what an outstanding 

young man.  Good luck in the fu-

ture Jacob and thanks for telling 

us about your passion for Boer 

goats. Until next time... 

Continued from page 2 
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Managing herds during drought  
 Destocking may be a logical method of coping with the current drought situation.  For some 

goat producers, culling began last winter; for others it may be just becoming a reality.   

 Each producer has their own way of selecting which animals will be culled, however, produc-

ers may have to become even harsher this year.  Culling should be based on whether or not an ani-

mal is being productive, no second chances this year!   Maintaining good health and production re-

cords are a great asset when trying to determine which animals to cull.   

 Destocking is a strategy that can help focus your limited resources, mainly feed and forage.  

Having a drought management plan in place ahead of time will help guide these decisions in the fu-

ture, while minimizing negative impacts on your long-term herd goals. 



8 

The Association 

The mission:  To educate the public about goats 

and goat meat. 

The goal:  To locate markets for goat meat and get 

as many breeders in contact with one another so we 

can all work together in continued growth of the  

industry. 
  

Newsletter:  The opinions expressed in this  

newsletter are those of the article authors as com-

piled by the editor and are not necessarily the opin-

ions of the Association or advertisers.  To comment or 

contribute material, please send to Association ad-

dress or dodd.kari@yahoo.com 

Membership: Newsletter and other membership 

benefits are supported by membership dues.  An  

individual membership (one vote) is $15 per year, a  

family membership (two votes) is $20 per year. 

President: Kristine Raimer (530)384-0301 

Vice President: Mayo Delaloza (530) 949-7262 

Secretary: Mary Pryde (530) 351-1801 

Treasurer: Teddy Drinnin (530) 549-3305 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Susan Young: (530) 682-5462 

Kari Dodd: (530) 736-8389 

Jan Quinsenberry: (530) 755-4923 

Susan Shaul: (530) 755-0861 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Fundraising: Kristine Raimer (530) 384-0301 

Youth: Mayo Delaloza (530) 949-7262 

Education: Celina Phillips (530) 592-6196 

Newsletter: Kari Dodd (530) 736-8389 

Website: Mary Pryde (530) 351-1801 

 

Help Line Volunteers: 

These volunteers are experienced producers, 

they are NOT veterinarians.  They would be 

happy to help and advise you if they can. 

 

Rosalinda Vizina: (916) 687-8030 

Jon Blevins: (530) 682-0579 

In a drought year we also 

need to be mindful of water 

usage and feed consumption.  

Do you have any creative feed 

alternatives that you are using 

to stretch your dollar?  We 

would love to hear from you!  

Spring and summer also 

brings a lot of travel time for 

shows and recreation.  Please 

be careful on the roads!!  We 

always need to be aware of 

our surroundings since the 

folks from the big cities do 

   Summer is almost 

upon us!!  Where has the year 

gone?  The change in seasons 

brings a new set of interesting 

things for goats that we need 

to be aware of.  

The drought in the west 

brings an increased chance of 

wildfire.  Do you have an 

evacuation plan for you and 

your animals?  Are you pre-

pared to care for your animals 

if your power or water is lim-

ited due to a fire?  

not know that we need extra 

room to stop when pulling a 

trailer.  Shows bring about a 

lot of biosecurity issues for 

ranchers.  Once again be 

mindful and leave the “iffy” 

animals at home.  We do not 

like to share cooties. 

The board of directors and 

myself would like to wish eve-

ryone a very safe and fun 

summer.  Good luck to those 

of you that are hitting the 

show trail this summer. 

President’s Message 

By: Kristine Raimer 


